SPEAKERS AND TOPICS
Welcome to the 2010 edition of the “Crops Farm Update”.  This years program emphasizes agronomic practices that you can put to use this spring along with the tremendous information resources at the industry displays.  Read on for the agenda highlights…….

Stewart Brandt of the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Scott Research Station and his colleagues recently did a huge Canola/Barley Rotation Study.  It includes the response of each crop to inputs including seed, fertilizer rates and weed control, as well as the economic value of these crop inputs.  This is real food for thought as producers make their crop input decisions!

Stewart Brandt leads a Variable Rate Fertilizer Project with farmers, that will give Farm Update participants ideas for approaches to take on their own farms, when adopting this new technology.

Closer to home, Chris Holzapfel, Research Scientist at the Indian Head Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Research Farm will describe the Green Seeker Technology and how it may be used in cropping situations including disease and fertility management.  His presentation details how this technology was used for split fertilizer applications and the crop response.  
Elaine Moats, Regional Crop Specialist with Saskatchewan Agriculture will provide a review of the insect pest forecasts for 2010, crop disease concerns based on 2009 crops, as well as new or emerging crop production issues to be aware of.
With uneven germination last spring a number of farmers had questions about fertilizer injury on seedlings. The very popular Ken Panchuk, Soil Specialist with Saskatchewan Agriculture will discuss the Effect of Fertilizer on Seed Germination, including the effect of fertilizer type, placement and rate, combined with soil moisture and temperature on crop emergence.

Foxtail barley growth seems to have been favoured by the weather of the past few years, and is one of the tougher weeds that producers in this area have to control.  As Provincial Weed Specialist, Clark Brenzil is well versed on the Control of Foxtail Barley - the plant and various control and management measures.
Bill Dorgan, President of Agri-Trend Aggregation Inc., will finish off the day with a summary of what Carbon Offsets are and an update of where Carbon Trading is at in North America.  Although the legislation has not yet been passed, he will share his idea of what the carbon trading program could look like in Saskatchewan. 
